
 

Page 1 

IDEST SEMINAR 2016 
 
SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
The 2016 IDEST Seminar was held at the Premier Inn, Fosse Park, Brunstone Lane, East Leicester on 
Monday, 18th April. 
 
PROGRAMME 

 Welcome to our delegates 

 IDEST Update 

 Oxygen Cleaning and Air Purity 

 Thread gauge calibration and certificates 

 Update on Current British Standards 

 Horrors in the industry 

 The Way Forward 

 Open Forum 
 
WELCOME TO OUR DELEGATES 
Chairman, Tony Marshall, welcomed all the delegates and thanked them for making the effort.  He 
applauded those who had travelled long distances.  There were delegates from Scotland, Wales, 
Northern Ireland, Eire and many parts in England.  Tony explained the programme and hoped that 
everyone would find something of interest. 
 
IDEST UPDATE 
This was presented by Alistair Reynolds and covered the following topics: 

 UKAS Accreditation 

 Website Review 

 Technical Information Sheets 

 Facebook Page 

 Dive Show Presence 

 Leaflets 

 Training Courses 
Alistair covered each topic in detail giving the audience an update on all that had taken place over 
the past 18 months. 
 
UKAS Accreditation 
The UKAS re-accreditation took several months to achieve due to massive increase in the ‘standard’ 
document.  Mike Collins was instrumental in putting the submission document together and Alistair 
sorted out the document referencing and the creation of several procedures and forms that were 
required.  IT was finally achieved in June 2015 and now IDEST is accredited to ISO/IEC 17024:2012.  
This is now being promoted on all existing documents. 
 
Website Review 
Alistair explained that the website had not been updated for several years when he re-joined the 
organisation in 2014.  The website at that time was very ‘cluttered’, very ‘wordy’ and did not inform 
the centre technicians.  As a result the site was redesigned with headings only and links to 
downloadable documents for details.  The test centre listing was brought up-to-date taking off 
centres that were no longer IDEST certified and adding new centres that had come onboard in the 
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previous two years.  Alistair reassured the audience that the site was up-to-date and is regularly 
maintained. 
 
Technical Information Sheets 
These have been created as a result of items of interest cropping up during visits and inspections.  
They are aimed at informing technicians of aspects that need clarification or guidance on matters of 
safety.  There are currently five technical information sheets on the web for download with two 
more in for review with the Chief Engineer. 
 
Facebook Page 
Alistair started by quoting his grand-daughter who told him ‘Facebook is the place to be’.  So it was 
decided to create a Facebook page for IDEST.  Its aim was to be a blog for technicians to exchange 
ideas, post up queries and pictures and generally act as a means of communication between centres.  
It has proved very successful and he thanked Neil Brock for starting the ball rolling with his horrors 
each week. 
 
Dive Show Presence 
IDEST was at the Irish Dive Show in 2015 where the stand received four enquiries to be IDEST 
certified centres.  As a result of that success it was agreed to return in 2016.  Again the show proved 
successful with a further three enquires and ample opportunity to talk to existing centres exhibiting 
at the show.  IDEST went with a corporate image improvement; staff wearing bespoke IDEST shirts 
and the stand was better laid out, with plenty of exhibits. 
IDEST is to receive an improved stand for future shows and will be at the latest show The Great 
Northwest Dive Show in Manchester on 23rd/24th April. 
 
Leaflets 
Alistair commented that IDEST was well known amongst the older generation of diver but not so 
among the new generation of divers.  IDEST aims to communicate who IDEST is, what IDEST does 
and how they do it to the new generation of diver through the publication of three leaflets.  These 
were shown and displayed to the delegates with the assurance that each test centre would be 
receiving the three display stands and leaflets in the very near future.  Alistair hoped that centres 
would help promote the good work that the organisation was doing. 
 
Training Courses 
IDEST has launched its first training course entitled Visual Assessment Course for Dive Centre Staff.  
The course content was outlined and details given as to whom this course was aimed at.  Alistair 
reassured the delegates that their test centre technicians did not need to be retained as this was 
aimed at Saturday staff, who had no formal training for the role of filling cylinders. 
 
Questions 
Delegates did ask a few questions regarding his presentation and so the actual presentation for the 
VAC course was shown along with the student manual and certificate application form that will be 
used.  Pricing was discussed with the audience and a variety of suggestions and comments were put 
forward.  These will be considered prior to making a final decision.  The general feeling was that this 
course was needed in the industry and several centre delegates showed interest in becoming IDEST 
approved training centres.  Alistair concluded by saying he would be in touch with there interested 
parties in the very near future. 
 
OXYGEN CLEANING AND AIR PURITY 
This presentation was given by Mike Collins, IDEST inspector based in the south of England.  Mike 
started the presentation by giving the delegates an outline to his extensive experience in this field of 
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work over the past 30 years.  He then outlined the topics that he intended to cover which were as 
follows: 

 The current documentation 

 The workshop 

 Cleaning methods and materials 

 Drying systems 

 Final inspection 

 Protective packaging and labelling 

 Simple steps to improve  Air purity  
 
The Current Documentation 
Mike showed the delegates the existing guidance offered by SITA on oxygen cleaning and stated that 
this was somewhat out-of-date (2007) but still remained the only guidance available.  Further 
guidance was available in Technical Information Sheet T003 issued in May 2015. 
 
He took time to take a sample of experience time from a third of the delegates present and found 
that it amounted to some 300 years.  He suggested that the delegates might be the best sources of 
guidance and that they should now submit suggestions for an update on the guidance available. 
 
Other topics 
Mike then proceeded to cover each of the topics on his list, from his impression of the ideal 
workshop through to the simple steps to improve air purity, giving the Pros and Cons of each 
content. 
 
With his extensive knowledge of the subject this proved a very interesting presentation containing 
plenty of information for improvements and ideas. 
 
THREAD GAUGE CALIBRATION AND CERTIFICATES 
The next presentation was given by Chief Engineer, Neil Minto.  Neil checked that everyone knew 
what he was talking about by discussing the various types of gauge and their purpose.  He then 
discussed calibration certificates and the variety that are available.  Some, he explained gave lots of 
information while others gave very little.  He showed examples of the extent of information 
presented on certificates and emphasised that certificates must show the test readings, usually 
three, so that wear can be identified over a period of time. 
 
UKAS accredited test laboratories 
He then explained that many supposed gauge test centres claim to be UKAS approved but are not 
necessarily UKAS approved for the testing of thread gauges.  He stated it was imperative that IDEST 
test centres use UKAS approved test laboratories that are listed on the information sheet shown on 
the IDEST website.  Being UKAS accredited to ISO 9001 did not mean that the test house could test 
thread gauges and yet some IDEST test centres were using such test houses.  Many test houses were 
actually forwarding their clients work to a third party for certification and this could further increase 
costs to IDEST test centres. 
 
Neil’s message 
His message was to make sure that calibration certificates were read carefully and fully understood 
and that centres did not accept certificates of conformity.  Further, a small asterisk against a set of 
readings usually meant that the thread gauge is out of tolerance and so is not acceptable for 
checking threads at the time of a PI or a PIAT. 
 
UPDATE ON CURRENT BRITISH STANDARDS 
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The Chairman, Tony, returned to give his presentation on current British standards. 
 
Breathing Gas Cylinder Failure Statistics – Information 
Tony explained that the quarterly failed cylinder sheets that were being sent through to the Admin 
Office had all been collated into a new spreadsheet; these were dated from January 2013 to 
December 2015.  The information was displayed and explained column by column, line by line.   
 
Tony showed a list of stations, who had sent in returns and asked which delegates did not see their 
centre number listed.  A few did admit their lack of returns.  At this he explained how important it 
was to receive this information from the sources otherwise IDEST would not have the evidence to 
support issues or fight against issues. 
 
Tony pointed out a series of observations that the data below showed; namely that the majority of 
cylinder failures were down to threads.  3 litre cylinders formed a high proportion of the failures 
(52%) followed by 10 litre (47%) and 12 litre cylinders (44%). 
 

 
 
In total thread failure formed 47% of cylinder failures followed by 21% for both external and internal 
corrosion. 
 
Oxygen Clean Periodicity for Cylinder Valves 
Tony’s final slide listed companies that have confirmed their agreement to recommend a maximum 
period of 15 months between oxygen cleaning of their cylinder valves. 
 
ISO 18119 – draft 
The presentation then moved on the draft standard ISO 18119.  Each delegate was provided with a 
copy of this proposed standard to help with the discussion.  Tony brought the meeting up to date 
with discussions over the draft proposal and the opened it to the floor. 
 
The proposal standard was discussed at length with many delegates having read the document 
carefully and had informed opinions as to how it should be interpreted.  Agreement did not appear 
to be obvious and finally the meeting was asked a simple question:  Do you see the proposed visual 
inspection to be as per the existing PI requirements or simply the removal of the valve, internal 
inspection and then the replacement and torqueing of the valve without servicing?  The show of 
hands turned out to be 50:50. 
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Tony concluded the session by saying he was attending a BSI meeting the following day and hoped 
that the result was a clearly worded standard.  It was agreed that this standard will come in and the 
HSE anticipates it will be late 2016 or early 2017. 
 
HORRORS IN THE INDUSTRY 
This was a light-hearted presentation provided by Neil Brock from Bristol Channel Diving in Cardiff 
on a serious aspect of the industry.  Neil provided the meeting with a huge number pictures and 
examples of horrors his company had encountered or were posted on the internet for all to see. 
 
The horrors covered cylinders, valves, regulators, first stage filters and unsafe working practises.  All 
agreed that they had encountered similar horrors and that IDEST test centres should ensure that 
high standards in servicing and testing must be assured for the safety of fillers and diver alike. 
 
Our thanks to Neil for taking the time to put this presentation together. 
 
THE WAY FORWARD 
Tony brought the seminar to a conclusion with this session entitled ‘The Way Forward’ combined 
with the ‘Open Forum’.  He opened it to the delegates and asked them what they wanted IDEST to 
do in the future.  The feedback was enthusiastic and covered the following aspects: 
 

 Further seminars should be held 

 IDEST standards must be maintained at all certified centres 

 Complaints must be followed up and action taken 
 

____________________________ 
 
 
19th April 2016 


